Byron Bay, on the far north
coast of New South Wales
has long been a mecca for

BY NOW, MOST PEOPLE have heard of Byron Bay — that picturesque
town on the north coast of New South Wales that was once a sleepy hamlet,
the domain of surfers and alternative lifestylers, which has now become
a popular mainstream holiday destination.

My first foray into Byron was in the late 1970s when I took a camping
holiday there with my husband Ian and some friends. It was just after the
cyclone had gone through and virtually flattened the landscape. Although
I'd been “up north” from Sydney before I had completely by-passed Byron
Bay as I headed for Queensland and the Gold Coast.

The Byron Bay of that era was a far cry from the current one — less
people, fewer shops, less culture — but it was still stunningly beautiful, with
its magnificent beaches and lush green countryside.

Not long after that first visit, lan and I bought four hectares of land in
a small village called The Pocket just outside of Byron Bay. This was to be the
site for our new home after deciding to move away from Sydney to start a new
life (my “treechange” happened very early, I was only 29 at the time).

We spent the first 18 months living on the land, building one of the first
energy-efficient houses in the area. This new lifestyle didn’t last long though,
as a combination of lack of employment opportunities and boredom set in.
As a confirmed city girl who grew up in London, I found the pace of life too
slow and Byron had not yet become the sophisticated and cultured town
that it is today. We moved to Brisbane but kept the house and continued to
visit the area, which we still do today.

By Kate St James

1 THE MAIN BUILDING IS THE HEART OF THE RESORT WITH CEILING FANS CREATING A
TROPICAL AMBIENCE 2 THE FINELY APPOINTED ROOMS FEATURE PLASMA TVS AND ALL
THE COMFORTS OF HOME
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