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The eco-friendly Byron at
Byron Resort & Spa. Right,
Cape Byron lighthouse
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s everywhere else, your life can feel transformed

briad made in the outback ) poisoned with arsenic
T understand how the Byron
thie centre of the counterculiural movement in
Aunstralia, a place of deep healing for people the
world over, it is important (o understand this
murderous history. Aboriginal communitics wer
destroved, forests plundered. and the denuded
lind cleared and twrned over 1o grazing. Byron
Bay became a hard-boiled hittle town of farmers,
mcatworkers and then sand miners, and, by the
middle of the 2ith centory, the site of the main
whaling statiwom in Austrabi, But ever since the
early 19708, n major reconciliation process has been
underway, with both the land and its original
inhabitanis. his 15 kev to the Byron story and i is
best understood through the Aguanius Festival of
1973 an arts and musie festival that turmed this
region into the Woodstock of the South.
Californian surfers had discovered Byron Bay
in the late 1960 but it was the hippies and the
alternatve hifestylers of the 1970s who discovered
the lush, rolling hills above the bay, Alienated by
the values of materiahism, appalled by the wanion
destruction of the ramforests, and spurred on by
thi Amencan protest movement of the 146l
thivsands of voung Australians descended on the
coast of northern New ith Wales to smoke dope
aiidd 1o chart new ways of living and loving, (In
the nearby town of NMimbin, where the Aquarios
Festival was held. there is still an annual *Mardi
Crrass” with bong-throwing and joint-rolling
compelitions, and a ‘cannabis cup’ for the winner. )
From these rebelliows beginnings came the anti-
logging movement, the permacultune movement.
the demand for ‘intentional communities” or
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n mavor, Jan Barham, told me over dinner, "We are surronnded
as. To the east o marine park. 1o the north and south nature
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When Jan Barbam was elected mavor four ) there was widespread

enthusiasm for her unashamedly Green agenda wer, there s
considerzble !=.Ii-.'l aver the ire and 1 |||'||1-_'|-.||i.:'|n
0 development, which many 5 0 etk hive been one

ol the worst eouncils ever.” logal estate agent Chi rham’s

tor everybody and they don't Know aboul good '__'_|,|'|L'|':'|:|||;|_'.,','I' ev abso cant
see that some business people aren’t all bad.” Presidemt and co-Tounder of the
Byron Bay Writers Festival, and pro-Green himself, Hanley is probably onge
of the most erudite estate agents vou could ever hope to meet. Able to e
Bale ty as i fisherman can mark his way through the snapper reefs,
Hanley belicve
His » e : . & local businessman and the

presdent of commu up Byron United. savs: ' If we put bike tracks in.




Kite-surfing at Tallow
Beach. Opposite, clockwise
from lop lefl: Gaia Retreal
& Spa; Jan Barham, the
Green mayor of Byron Bay;
lounge in the Samoan-stylo
longhouwse at Gala Retreat;
Rusty Miller, surfing
champ and instrucior
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Ras’s on Watego's,

Gaia Retroat & Spa

The Byron at Byron Resort

First National

Beachbound at Watego's

Cockatoo
House |

Walk through the rainforest
SWim
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Dalphin kayaking

Diodphin-spotting
Private surling lesson

Snorkelling




Traveller's files

SPHLILBOUND ...

il we beautily the parks. if we establish
i bypass, that would bring more people
here, and the Greens don't want that,
They don't want tourists,

Barham counters: "There is nothing lke
being misunderstood. It is a very difficult
thing to do in a place like this but T am
trving 1o deliver on sustainable objectives,
That means no over-development and no
environmental destruction,”

¥ OTHE MID- 1g80s, 11 was the turm

of lilm-nuikers and writers to

discowver the fragrance of sub-

tropical Byron, spurred on by
the ereators of Crocodile Dundee, the
actor and writer Paul Hogan, and writer
and producer John Cornell. The two
decided 1o settle in the area. and Cornell
invested heavily in i

since then the town and its surrounding
hinterland has beeome a lare for the
thousands of sea-changers all secking an
aliernative lifestyle, but not necessarily
one disconnected from the city. In that
sense Byron Bay, with its excliusive resoris
inel spas, with its multitude of restauranis,
cales, bars and pubs, its preponderance
of middle-class refugees, has long since
ceased 1o be o cliché of the hippic town
that it once waus,

"This is the first successful urban
culture outside of our main citics! writer
and long-time resident Craig MeGiregor
tells me at Succulent Calé, our Givoured
Morocean-style breakfast haunt, "It may
even be our first deconstructed mini-city,
with its own satellite townships up and
down the coast and in the hinterland, all
of them revolving around the glitzy centre
which Byron has become,

Perhaps this is why so many of the
couniry’s — and the worlds — nich and
famous choose o holiday here, “This is
the pinnacle, here,” savs Vincent Rae, the
owner of the romantic and ultra-exclusive
Fae's on Watego's, over o meal of [resh
grilled snapper, salad and chilled Western
Australizn Pierro Chardonnay, ‘1t's
Champagne surfing, There are dolphins
in the water and the water is erystal clear.
I get Americans and English staying
here and thev're just totally blown away.”

Among the apparently blown-away
are Tom Cruise, Russell Crowe, Nicole
Kidman, Billy Zane, Kate Winslet, Kate
Hudson, Gwyneth Paltrow and Chris
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Murtin, Robert Plant and Keith Richards,
"We don't really push the celebrity thing,
Vincent adds, It tends 1o take care of
itsell. They just Keep coming back.”

Son it would seem. Supermodel Elle
Macpherson had just left Rae’s after a
week of pampering and yoga, as well as
surling lessons from the inimiable Rusty
Miller, the 1964 LIS surfing champion.
Rusty is one of the original Byron Bay
charpcters who takes delight in weaching
visiting English merchant bankers. Hong
Kong hedgefunders and imtermational
supermodels how to ride the glassy swell,

“Watepo's Beach is ome of the best
pliaeces in the world (o learn to surf, he
savs, with his trademark impish grin and
Californian drawl. *You are sitting oul
on the tip of the continent and the waves
are gentle, consistent and well-formed.
Fstick people’s bodies, head, mind and
souls into the water here and their lives
are mever the same again,’

It could be the refrain for Byron Bay:
‘Never the same again,” When you hang-
glide above the Cape over the maost
easterly pomt of Australia: when you
kavak with dolphins, when you listen
to the sigh of the breakers: when vou
wabch the whales on their migratory path
1o the warm waters of the north; when
vou wilk through ancient riadnforesis
which no longer echo o the crash of
cedars; when vou find a place in the world
that so far has resisted the pressure 1o
hecome the same as evervwhere else,
vawr life con feel transformed.

*Don’t wie all come down 1o the sea bs
fovers? John Cheever once wrote, Yes,
wie do, bud particularly o in Byron Bay.
where even the jutting granite rocks oul
at sea (Julinn Rocks) carry the tale of
mythical eloping Abhoriginal lovers,

“This was always o shagging place,
the local historian, Eric White, 1old me
a few wears ago, just before he died.
“There was more sex here than you could
poke o stick af from the 1900 onwards
Trains would come through, Couples
would head 1o the Cape with a blanket
and a pocket knife so that they could
dig i hole in the grass and have their
love sessions on the side of the hill. 1 wok
ey wile, who was the daughter of a
lighthouse keeper, up there for moonli
picnics It was out of this world.”

A it still is, W
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WHERE TD EAT
BREAKFAST
Succulent Café -
Byron Beach Cale
The Balcony Bar &
Restaurant. | vwsoe
Iar I il f et
Offshore Bistro + Bar
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