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Byron wins us over

Still moumning the sleepy town that once was, JULIA NICHOLLS discovers (strangely) that there's enjoyment to be had in sheer luxury
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botel, even one that
nsbug b) Australia’s most
well-known businessmen, Gerry Harvey, and
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But for years, I drove past the large hedge
of The
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that imside my mind had manifested intoa
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snmmmg the expansion of the resart’s
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the locals, it has also woa favour with guests
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sceptical journalists who for years enjoyed
nothing more than a relaxang holiday in the
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escape the

and pleased to find a
stunning and unobtrusive resort.
Jnstasi!;hwyhdmwmm
Byroa at Byron works in
mmmilmpaamtl!lm«fmbm
rainforest that surrounds it. The resort itself
takes up just 10 per cent of the property,
whichis bordered by bushland and the
pristine Tallows Beach.
And if thatisn’t enough to the most
d:sommgm—hnggasmok;gcﬂm.h
Tesart continues to regenerate and maintain
the environment, with The Byron at Byron's
Testoration team heading out every week to
wark and monitor the native plant
communities, encouraging them to become
self-sustaining.

Not to be out-done by the resort”s eco-
friendliness, the staff are eager to please from
the moment of ammival, and none mare so than
managers Jobn and Lyn Parché and executive
assistant manager Scott O"Neile.

Friends of Harvey, the Parchés have been
entrusted with the manazement of the resort
mlscpmg.mnﬁ':gmmmm
enthusiasm to make The Byron at Byron a
success a5 well as mare than 30 years of
experience in the hospitality industry both in
Australia and abroad.

‘While the Parchés are still very hands on
‘with the everyday nunning of the property.

0" Neile, whose wife also worked at the
resart, had been recently employed before
our amrival to take on some of the wark - a
goodthmgcons\hmghawpupnhrhplxe
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'we will be well looked after (a promise given
to all guests, not just the medsa) and a quick
glimpse of the infinity pool. restaurant and
‘bar, we are taken to our one-bedroom deluxe
spa suite.

The Byron at Byron offers 92 of these loft-
style suites (a choice of superior or defuxe
5pa), housed in small zroups around the
propenty. Each is accessible by a timber
‘boardwalk, and is designed to capture the
‘best nature has to offer.

The suite we have is open-plan, but shiding
doors offer privacy when needed. The lounge
and katchen area is flanked by enclosed
balconies, which offer views of nothing but
rainforest, and the stand-alone egs-shaped
b.ihis_nsin;'?gasﬂ! “*California™"-style

The artwork is inspired by nature, and no
Twxury is overlooked — but then who has time
to watcha plasma TV (or two) when
relaxation is the order of the day.

In fact, the biggest challenge at The Byron
at Byroa is just how to spend the day.

The hustle and bustle of the town —
and boutique shops — tempts you to visit and
is just 10 mimutes away (the resort offers a

shuttle service), but those lookmg to relax
can take advantage of the resort’s facilities.

Of course the 25m infinity pool is hard to
20 past, even in a north coast winter. Day
beds surround the pool and service from the
bar, which includes food, means you can
wiile away the hours with a good book or
magazine and a dip in the pool.

For those looking for a little more action,
there is the meditation walk through the
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meander across the property, culminating at

Cypress Pine Farest, as well as native
Tallows Beach is also just a shart walk
away, or those with a little more enerzy can

yoga and sessions at The Byron at Byron Spa
and Wellness Centre.

While morming yoga with Sheldon on the
resart’s expansive timber balcony to the
sounds of birds is hard to beat, the day spa
offers an unrivalled chance to relax.

In 2010, it launched a new signature spa
menu inspired by nature and uses IKOU eco
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There is an enticing range of facials and
nnssagsbmﬁwamlmuyﬂ!ngﬂm

pamdmnnngofmwchyplxedmh
lower back torelease tension from the
sacrum, spine and hips.

Topping off the Byron at Byron experience
(and well worth a visit, even if you're not
s@aymng at the resort) is its restaurant.

Gavin who trained in his home
country of Scotland, has been head chef at the
restaurant since it opened, joining the resort

after working in Sydney at Aqua Luna, The
While the memn changes seasonally, coe
thing you are sure to be served up is fresh,
local produce. Hughes and his team are
passionate about local cuisine, so the menu
includes such temptations as Bangalow feta,
hallymﬂmﬂm&yxm

Lunch (if you've managed to get off your

degustation. Whichever you choose, it's sure
to be memorable — particular if it's fimished

off with one of the team’s
tssens.smhasapmoohdapmﬁnc
chocolate and pistachio bombe.
The Byron at Byron is the kind of place
that really deserves more than just a night if
are to all the resort has
D A i bow oy S

It's a true awakening for the senses m this
once sleepy seaside town.

1 k3 Nichals 3nd her husband weee gussts of The
Byt0n 3t Byron Resoet and Spa.

If you go:

W Enpy 8 well-deserved summer break with this
limited Semmer Days Special at The Byron at
Byron Resort and Spa. With fiights to Ballina/
Byron from Sydney starting at $49, #'s the
perfect excuse to get away! For February only
prices start at $279 per room per night in a
Standand Sutte, ncheding compimentary yoga
dlass daiy.

¥ resenvations@thebyronatbyson.com.au or call
1300 554 362

W Subject to availability, valid for sale until
February 27 and for travel until February 28

W For more information see
warw_thebyrnathyron.com s
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Web 9 Fes AT 5.30 pm
Caw 1300 856 661 now!

THE TRANS-SIBERIAN EXPRESS

China, Mongolia, Siberia, European Russia and Finlond.
A fantastic 27-0ay escorted, small-group adventure on the world's most famous railway!

TOUR COST $13,947 INCLUDES: 2011 DEPARTURES:
+ ail fights and faxes = 25 April
-:muarsmnmm'spoﬂ . 2 June

* all accommodation -1

* all meals (except on frains) . 4m~g|sf

+ ali sighiseeing and enfrance fees - 1Saplermber

« tour escort and expert local guides R B

+ all visas and courier fees
- al tips and gratuities
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traveldirectors.co

Ph: 1300 856 661
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