THE BYRON AT BYRON Ed Haysom and Penny Campbell of
Haysom Architects are the design partners who transformed
a swamp into a luxurious award-winning rainforest resort.
Working with hoteliers Lyn and John Parché, previously of
Amanresorts, Ed Haysom says theresort showcases the native
rainforest. “We played toitsstrengthsand madeit the feature.”
The main buildingislongand narrow, built “off a big verandah”
with a saluting roof that pitches east. The dining area anchors
one end, the spa the other, and in between is an open lounge
with high ceiling fans that turn lazily in the heat. The building
buffers the serenity within from the world outside, yet the
restrained design and sparse use of natural timbers and
stonework gently frames the main show, the rainforest. Nothing
was todetract from that, not even the inky blue pool. “We made
the pool rectangular to look very definitely man-made,” says
Ed.“llike theabruptnessofit; thereisacleardistinction between
that and the ragged, organic edges of the rainforest.”
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